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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



I. Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/USO1/00932 



1 . With regard to the elements of the intematioiial application: * 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
pages 



1-11 



pages 
pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



X 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



12, 14 



NONE 



13, 15-16 



NONE 



. , as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



X 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-3 



NONE 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



X 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 

pages 

pages 



NONE 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



1 gai r t0 ^ "Tf^ ^ tedaanato markedabove were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
Ihe mternational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item wmwuicn 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language __ w hich is- 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ (he language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

D contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ 'B£X^X&^SZ^^& 1 sequenoe listins does not g0 beyond ^ s disclosure * *■ 

D tSn ISned^ ^ " lfolmation rccorded k oom P uter readable foi m is identical to tiie writen sequence listing has 

4 [xj The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

NONE 



X 



X 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



NONE 



the drawings, sheets/§g NONE 



5- Q This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 
* S-f™^f- ^ ^b^fi™^ to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 701 P 7) g > f ** amatd t0 this re P ort since *ey * «<* contain amendmZT(mes70 16 
**Any replacement sheet containing such a mendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) * ~~ 
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International application No. 
PCT/USO 1/00932 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-17 



YES 

Claims NONE NO 



Inventive Step (IS) Claims i-J.7 



YES 

Claims NONE NQ 



Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-17 YES 

Claims NONE wn 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-17 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article SS(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly 
suggest the claimed feature in a VOD system of a means for periodically generating unique ID packet from each group of 
subscribers, receiving a request for VOD from a subscriber, such that the request comprises the unique ID packet for the 
group of subscribers to which the subscriber belongs, selecting a modulator from one or more modulators servicing the 
group of subscribers to which the subscriber belongs, based on the unique ID packet, recited in independent claims 1, S, 8, 
10 & 14. Claims 2-4, 6-7, 9, 11-13 & 16-17, depend from the above claims, and are therefore likewise treated. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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